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deal with the sipahees in the army know that   for   this
purpose they have coined Hindi or Urdu terms.

Thus we see that Hindi alone can become the
national language. No doubt it presents some difficulty
to the educated classes of Madras. But for Maharash-
trians, Gujaratis, Sindhis and Bengalis it should be very
easy. In a few months they can acquire enough command
of Hindi to be able to use it for national purposes. It
is not so easy for Tamilians.

Tamil and the other languages of the South belong
to the Dravidian group. Their structure ^and grammar
are different from those of Sanskrit. The only thing
common between these two groups is their Sanskrit
vocabulary.

But the difficulty is confined to the present educated
classes only. We have a right to appeal to their patriotic
spirit and expect them to put forth special effort to
learn Hindi.

If Hindi attains to its due status, then it will be
introduced in every school in Madras and Madras will
thus be in a position to cultivate acquaintance with other
provinces. English has failed to reach the masses. But
Hindi will do so in no time. The Telugu people have
already started moving in this direction.
(From Gujarati)

From Gandkiji's presidential address at the Second Gujarat
Educational Conference held at Broach on 20th October, 1917.
Our love of the masses must be skin-deep, if we mil
not take the trouble of spending over learning Hindustani
as many months   as the years we spend over learning
English.
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